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Before diving into the intricacies of steam generation and its application in the oil and gas industry, particularly in 
Cyclic Steam Stimulation (CSS) operations, let's test your fundamental understanding of steam generation.

Test your Knowledge

At what temperature Fahrenheit does water reach the boiling point? A. 200° B. 212° C. 232° D. 275°

If you selected B. 212°, you are correct. This principle forms the cornerstone of the steam generation theory, 
which we will explore in the following sections.

Understanding the Steam Generation Theory

The process of steam generation begins with a simple experiment. Suppose you place an open pan of water on 
the stove and turn on the heat. The heat induces an increase in the water's temperature, leading to an expansion 
in volume. As the temperature reaches the boiling point (212°F or 100°C at sea level), a phase transition occurs - 
the water starts to vaporize.

This phenomenon is key to understanding steam generation. If the temperature is sustained at the boiling point, 
the water continues to vaporize until no liquid remains. Notably, beyond the boiling point, no further increase 
in water's temperature occurs, even if additional heat is supplied, provided that the system pressure remains 
constant.

This scenario changes slightly when you put a tightly fitting lid on the boiling pan. The lid traps the steam, resulting 
in a buildup of pressure within the container. If an opening is made in the lid, the steam escapes at the same rate 
it is generated. As long as water remains and the pressure is consistent, the temperature of the water and steam 
stays constant and equal.

Interestingly, the operation of a steam boiler mimics the simple closed boiling water container described above. 
The steam formed during boiling exerts pressure against the water and the sides of the vessel. This downward 
pressure necessitates a temperature in excess of 212°F for boiling, which is attained by increasing the heat supply.

Based on the above observations, we can extract two essential rules:

In a closed system at the boiling point, all of the water will eventually turn into steam. As long as the pressure is 
maintained constant, the temperature of the steam and boiling water remains the same.
Increasing the pressure increases the boiling point temperature of water.

These principles can be validated using a practical formula:

√P x 14 + 198 = T

Where: P = Steam Pressure T = Steam Temperature
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For instance, for 1 psig (pounds per square inch gauge) of steam pressure, the steam temperature would be:

√1 x 14 + 198 = 212°F

This temperature is the boiling point of water at 1 psig.

Technical Terms in Steam Generation

Several technical terms are associated with steam generation:

Degree: A measure of heat intensity.
Temperature: A measure in degrees of sensible heat, which refers to heat that can be measured with a thermometer.
Heat: A form of energy measured in British thermal units (BTU). One BTU is the heat required to raise 1 pound of 
water 1 degree Fahrenheit at sea level.
Steam: Water in a vapor state. Dry saturated steam is at the saturation temperature corresponding to pressure and 
contains no suspended water. Wet saturated steam, on the other hand, does contain water particles in suspension.
Quality of Steam: Expressed as a percentage. For instance, a mixture of 90 percent steam and 10 percent moisture 
has a quality of 90 percent.
Superheated Steam: Steam at a temperature higher than the saturation temperature corresponding to its pressure.

Application in Cyclic Steam Stimulation (CSS)

Understanding steam generation is fundamental to the application of Cyclic Steam Stimulation (CSS), an Enhanced 
Oil Recovery (EOR) technique. CSS leverages the principles of steam generation to manipulate steam properties 
such as pressure and temperature, thereby controlling the boiling point of water and the quality of steam. This 
knowledge can enhance oil recovery and improve the sustainability and profitability of oil and gas operations.

The steam generation theory, thus, forms the basis for advancing our understanding of EOR processes and their 
optimization in the oil and gas industry.


